Odsjek za anglistiku
Filozofski fakultet

SveuiliSte u Zagrebu

DIPLOMSKI RAD
IMMIGRANT LABOR AND INFORMAL AMERICAN ECONOMY:
REALITY AND REPRESENTATION

(Smijer: Knjizevno-kulturoloski, Amerikanistika)

Kandidat: Marija Vuksi
Mentor: dr.sc. Stipe Grgas

Ak. godina: 2014/15



Contents

LNErOAUCTION ... .. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e O
B2 1V =1 o To (o] (o T V2P
3. Theoretical FrameWO K. ....... ..o e e e e e e 7
3.1. History of immigration t0 AMEIICA. ... ....ovve ettt ee arm e e ae e en e 7
3.2. GlobaliZation...........oiiee e e e e D
3.3. New immigrant WOrkfOrCe.......c.oovie i e e e e e e e e e e ee e 10
3.4. Capitalism and labor supply System........ccooiiiiiii e 14
3.5. Women and SUrVIival CIFCUILS..........cuuie it e e e e e e e 15
4. Post 9/11 world: Immigration Politics and PractCes............cccooviii i, 16
4.1. The Patriot ACT. .. ...t e e e e e e e e e A
A.2. E-VeITY ..o e e e e e e a2 19
5. New York: A Global City........coiiiiiiiii e 2. 20
5.1. ENCIAVE ECONOMY ... cuiitiitie it e e e ee e se e et e ee e e eneeneeaenennenennenaneenen 20
5.2. Urban ethniCity.......coooi i e e e e e e R
6. CONCIUSION. ... et e e e e e e e e e e ee e en e 20
T WOTKS CItEA. .. et et e e e e e e e e et e e e e 29
8. ADSIIACT. .. ...ttt e e e e e e e e e 30

LS O =AY T 0 PP J |



Introduction

It is almost impossible not to think of immigramtgen thinking about the USA. Immigration
is the central aspect of its history and it is gameeason that the nation’s total population
grew to 303 million by 2008. “Believing in the Ameasin Dream, many tens of millions of
people have come to live in the USA. They strenggldethe nation’s commitment to the
dream and to its deal of being a refuge for therpoul oppressed, a nation of nations.
Gradually, over the centuries of massive immigratamd the struggles of newcomers and
Americans to adjust to each other, the view thatrtaiture of the nation was and should be a
composite of man national backgrounds, races ahlidres gained popular acceptance. This
view continues to face the opposition of those wletieve newcomers should leave their
homeland cultures behind and the dilemma of degidihat is necessary to hold the country
and its increasingly diverse population togethékauk, Oakland, 2009: 54) My primary
interest and the topic of this paper are illegamigrants, but more particularly illegal
immigrant women working in the USA. Primarily, | Wfocus on Zou Lei, a character in
Atticus Lish’s novel Preparation for the Next Lif2014) who is described as a half-Uighur

half-Chinese illegal immigrant working and living ihe USA.

Methodology

To explain my methodology | must first briefly suranze the nature of American Studies
because this paper’s topic falls under that fieldiscourse and the methodology | will be
using positions in contrast to the American Studigsical approach to topics, subjects and
problems. The object of American Studies can bertsheummarized as “American
problems.” (Castronovo, Gillman, 2009: 2). Americdtudies are (at least in theory) an
interdisciplinary field that studies everything rfno“bits of material culture as small as a
cigarette stub or as large as war.” (Castronovtm@n, 2009: 1) The most common critique
of this field is that, although it boasts interdimary approach to “American problems”, its
methods “too often operate according to principlleat are merely additive, a sort of
scholarly liberal pluralism that fails to addressahinterdisciplinary practice might actually
throw into question the disciplinary assumptionshatory, textual analysis, and cultural
studies from which they draw.” (Castronovo, Gillm&009: 3) In other words, what the
field of American Studies lacks is another poinvigw because it too often concentrates on



abstract forms of the topics it researches andhas abstract forms they are forever
unchanging and singular. As Du Bois, author of tedy of Negro Problems (1897)
recognized, the scope of any problem changes awver and across space but American
Studies often spoke of the “Negro problem as thoimighere one unchanged question, a
singular problem and not a plexus of social prolsl&niCastronovo, Gillman, 2009: 2) To
describe this problem in philosophical terms, Dehatlzzo borrows the term “heterotopia”
from Foucault. (Izzo, 2009: 588) Heterotopias atepias in which the real sites are
simultaneously represented, contested, and inveA@derican Studies therefore act as
mirrors that simultaneously re-present the mirrosedject as “absolutely real, connected
with all the space that surrounds it” and de-realit by framing it in the utopian space
where “it is not”. (Izzo, 2009: 588) Utopia in th&ense is not a perfect place but an
imaginary place, a category under which a subgstubsumed and in which it fits perfectly.
Although American Studies are said to be interg@igtary and cultural anthropology
(ethnology) is one of the fields that can be inoogted into American Studies, the fact
remains that although American Studies use the teufture” that is associated with cultural
anthropology and it is the main object of its studystill interprets culture as something
abstract and general. The example of this is theWgan Studies conference’s schedule in
2007. “The word “culture” appeared in twenty-nimssion titles, and the predominance of its
use was in the singular—not “cultures” but simplgulture”. In these titles, “culture”

generally signified a category of humanistic pradut And so there were session titles

containing “print culture,” “literary culture,” “wacular culture,” and “material culture,”
each once; “public culture” in two session titlgsppular culture” in three session titles; and
“visual culture” in six session titles.” (Evans, @0 431) “The formulation “literature and
culture” or “history and culture” appeared as tlepehdent clause in three session titles, and
in each instance the formulation complemented aipe&ommunity that was the session’s
main focus. So one got “U.S. Latino/a Literaturel &ulture,” “African American History
and Culture,” “Early Twentieth-Century U.S. Litena¢ and Culture.” But the fact that these
cultures were coupled with history or literatureukbseem to draw an equivalence between
them. Culture was being used not to demarcate algiign, but rather to indicate a category
of humanistic production. Of the twenty-nine sessjdhere were only five in which culture
had an anthropological bearing. In three of thess fculture” was pluralized but referred to
a pattern of discourse, not to a group. The fortrareof the title was the same in all three of
these. They were set up as “cultures of x"—spedlifjc “cultures of militarization,”

“cultures of the academy,” and “cultures of reemaait.” The point was to demarcate not
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groups but a system of meaning, and it is not dlear pluralizing the word meant much

more than the perpetuation of an academic tremloaris, 2007: 431)

Therefore, | have chosen not to write about thebfem” of illegal immigrants in the same
way the American Studies write and talk about ‘ladt, but have chosen to begin with the
general and move to the particular in order to aetayself from any possible heterotopia. In
that sense, the methodology | used while writings thaper can be compared to the
ethnography of the particular. | chose to use thethod because the most common problem
of cultural anthropology and other social scienti$ay (and throughout history) is their
study of social behavior and how it is influenced @roduced by certain social systems and
collective representation, in other words, theyubbon generalizations. Such an approach is
problematic because focusing on the general erthgeparticular and gives way to many
heterotopias. That kind of approach sees the rigyggpatterns but disregards the differences.
(Abu-Lughod, 1995:138)

According to the principles of ethnography of ttetjigular, generalization should be avoided
because it de-humanizes the subject or subjeatssefirch (Abu-Lughod, 1995:150) which
are, in this case, illegal immigrants. The otheasmn why cultural anthropologists
(ethnologists) should be wary of generalizatiothest, as part of a professional discourse of
“objectivity” and expertise, it is definitely a lgnage of power. Because it seems detached,
this way of studying and commenting on social litpresents the viewpoint of those
involved in “professional, managerial and admimte structures and because of that, it
belongs to the the ruling apparatus of this sodie& constructs anthropological objects as
simultaneously different and inferior.” (Abu-Lughod995:150-151) The same warning

should be applied to American Studies.

Cultural anthropology is not by any means immune generalization and cultural
anthropologists often generalize about communtiesaying that they are characterized by
certain institutions, rules, or ways of doing ttendg-or example, they can say things like
“Bongo-Bongo are polygynous” but what the ethnogsapf the particular does, and why it
is important to incorporate it into American Stugjies it instead asks how a particular set of
individuals, for example a man and his three wiires Tanzanian Masai community in
Africa, live the “institution” that is polygyny. (Bu-Lughod, 1995:153) Polygyny as an
institution is a type or marriage in which a marall®ewed to marry more than one woman,

but “by focusing on the individuals and reconstinugt their arguments about, and



interpretations of what they and others are doiongldexplain how social life proceeds.” It
would show that although the definitions and teohtheir discourses may be strictly set and
configured, within these limits people contest riptetations of what is happening, they feel
pain, strategize and live their lives. The ethnpbgsaof the particular seeks textual means of
representing how something happens, it does notmake theoretical assertions that it
does.” (Abu-Lughod, 1995:154)

That is why, instead of just collecting and analgzdata, | have decided to focus on Atticus
Lish’s novel Preparation for the Next Life (2014)sh studied at Harvard University, but
dropped out two years into his time as an undetgi®d He joined the Marines before taking
a fiction workshop at the universityAccording to the Harvard Magazine, “his writingeer
began far earlier: Don Delillo, a friend of hisHat’s borrowed an extract from one of Lish’s
fourth grade compositions to end his novel The Nathéor his novel Preparation for the
Next Life (2014), Lish was awarded the Faulkner mwand his novel has been called
“perhaps the finest and most unsentimental loveysibthe new decadé The novel is, of
course, much more than a love story. It tells aysbd Zou Lei, an illegal Chinese immigrant
who came to America. After spending three monthsletention, she is released without
explanation after which she finds her way to Quedlesv York. She wanders to Chinatown
where she finds an apartment rented specificallildgal immigrants. While taking a break
from her work, she meets an Iraqgi veteran Skinneo wuffers from PTSD. Through their
experience of New York, both as individuals andaasouple, the novel presents the ways
people, primarily illegal immigrants, are forced lomk for employment and it shows their
struggles with the law, prejudice and poverty. Aligh the novel is the work of fiction, it
was written by a real person and literature canetones teach us more about reality than
some autobiographies. It is important to note #ftgr he dropped out of Harvard, Lish spent
a period of his life living in a series of basensemt Queens, and with his wife he moved to
China and lived there for some time before retgriomm New York for a job at a translation
firm.* Therefore, some or many experiences in the naeepeobably his own experiences
due to the amount of detail used in the descrigtenmd the knowledge that cannot be simply

obtained by Googling a certain topic. Literaturdether it is fictional or not, always reflects

! hitp:/iwww.theguardian.com/books/2015/apr/08/pemikner-award-goes-to-atticus-lish-debut-prepanatio
for-the-next-life

2 http://harvardmagazine.com/2015/04/lish-wins-pankner

? http://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/apr/08/pemikner-award-goes-to-atticus-lish-debut-prepamatio
for-the-next-life

* http://observer.com/2014/11/the-son-also-writestiicus-lishs-roundabout-path-to-literary-success/
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the author's background and his or hers worldviewd & should not be disregarded as a
source of valuable data. Therefore, | have chosemalyze Lish’s novel and | will not use it
to describe “how illegal immigrant women live iretdSA”, instead | will focus on “how did
Zou Lei, an illegal Chinese immigrant woman, liveem she came to New York” But, before
| analyze Zou Lei’'s story | have chosen a theoatticamework and topics which | will
explain in the first part of this paper. | beligveth the framework and topics | will explain
are a necessary tool for understanding the nogttisy and the lives of illegal immigrant
women, specifically Zou Lei’s life, in post 9/11 Asmca of Atticus’s novel.

Theoretical framework

In this chapter | have chosen certain terms anatgdbelieve must be explained in order to

better understand the novel’s story and examptes the novel that | will be focusing on.
History of Immigration to America

Lish’s novel was published in 2014 which makesrie @f the more recent novels dealing
with the topic of illegal immigrants in America, WeYork. But in order to understand why
the situation with immigrants in America is the wiays now, we must turn to history of
immigration to America, the most important wavesimafigration and the reasons behind
them. The labor importing countries have alwaysnbguite selective in the recruitment of
immigrants. When it comes to America, differentifcdl, ideological and economic needs
dictated its waves of immigration. The first wau&80-1776) of immigrants was welcomed
by the founding fathers “only if they were willifng conform to Anglo-American culture and
supply needed labor.” (Mauk, Oakland, 2009: 59 $hcond wave (1820-90) was the result
of industrial revolution. Following changes in tAdlantic labor market, people moved to
where the new job opportunities were. Steamshipistaains made migration abroad safer,
faster and cheaper and out of the 60 million pewgie left their countries between 1820 and
1930, two thirds settled in the USA. Land giveawsiysh as the Homestead Act of 1862 and
the discovery of gold in California brought peakdhe rising immigration. (Mauk, Oakland,
2009: 61)The third wave of immigration (1890-19&0pught critical changes to American
immigration policy. Immigration from north-westeEurope declined sharply, arrivals from
southern and eastern Europe rose and there wasaatggnificant number of Syrians,
Japanese and Fillipinos immigrants. To most Amescdhe change mostly involved the
feeling that “the typical immigrant became muchsldge them.” The scale of new

immigration and the altered job market resultedarger urban immigrant quarters than
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Americans have ever seen. The effect of the newignmation were high rates of crime,
overcrowding, bad insanitary conditions and epidsmin immigrant ghettos. (Mauk,
Oakland, 2009: 63) It caused a great calamity éenAmerican society, some approved of the
Zangwill's idea of a “melting pot” but some callédthe mongrelizationof the white race.”

In 1921 Congress passed the first general limitabio migration, the Emergency Quota Act.
It drastically reduced the annual number of Eurapeawcomers to 358,000 and it also
introduced nationality quotas. (Mauk, Oakland, 2069) The Second World War and the
Cold War caused several contrasting shifts in thenigration policy. The government
imported temporary labor from Mexico under the tma program” because America
suffered labor shortages and lifted the ban on €&@nmmigration because of foreign-policy
considerations. (Mauk, Oakland, 2009: 66) In 1968 McCarran-Walter Act stated that race
was no longer a reason for refusing someone angnami visa. It also started the “brain-
drain” to the USA by reserving the first 50 percehwisas for each country for people with
needed skills. The Act kept the national originsxgple which gave many Third World
countries only tiny quotas. The Immigration Act 1865 replaced national origins quotas
with hemispheric limits to annual immigration amdpromote the idea of equal treatment, all
nations in the eastern hemisphere had the samedirdD 000 immigrants annually. (Mauk,
Oakland, 2009: 66) This act started the fourth mejave of immigration, which was at its
highest point in late 1990s and produced the higinesigration totals in American history
by the beginning of the 2lcentury. Between 1960 and 2007 almost 39 millieapbe settled
as legal immigrants in America. (Mauk, Oakland, 2067) Almost half of the immigrant
population in 2007 consisted of Latino and Asiamigrants. The fourth wave includes a
broad range of socio-economic groups and a vergeaiile minor group are highly skilled
workers and professionals. The large majority dhbdegal and illegal immigrants are similar
to those who have arrived since the 1820s. Theyabme average educationally and
economically at home, but below average in the 384 have migrated to the USA because
commercialization and industrialization have disegptheir traditional economies. (Mauk,
Oakland, 2009: 68) The poorest of this wave areuggoor refugees from wars and other
disasters. As a result of Vietnam was, in the 19t% early 1970s huge groups of people
fled south-east Asia to the USA. The poorest aistude people who gain visas because they
are near-relatives of more skilled immigrants wh&et jobs Americans do not want. The
latter include Latino women recruited by agencieslamestic servants and nannies. (Mauk,
Oakland, 2009: 68)“Spreading the word about thebs pnd moving into better-paid work

once they have acquired more English, they brieg flamilies and forge the links in “chain
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migration” based on a network of female contadtslauk, Oakland, 2009: 69) “The United
States, Canada, and Australia have increaseditit@ke of immigrants since the mid-1960s.
Legal immigration to the United States increased@0,000 entries a year in 1979, up from
265,000 in 1960. The 1970 U.S. Census recordean@li®n immigrants, representing 4.7
percent of the population. The Immigration and Katmation Service (INS) recorded an
additional two million permanent residents betwe#®70 and 1976. These figures
underestimate the impact of immigrant workers oncemtrated, regional labor markets.
They exclude undocumented immigrants, estimatednge from three to seven million, a
large share of whom are probably employed.” (Sgs$881: 74) In North America, there
has been a major shift to non-European immigranteghe 1960s and nowadays Asian and
Caribbean countries provide half of all the immigsato Canada (Hawkins, 1977 u Sassen
1981, 74). The history of immigration in Americaogls that because of various political,
economic and social reasons, immigrant labor apdstyf immigrants are valued differently.
It is also important to note some current trendgrimigration that are the product both of

past immigration waves and some new socioeconoraghanism.
Globalization

The phenomenon of globalization is an unavoidadébtol when thinking and rethinking Zou
Lei’s story and her choice of coming to New Yorkwe imagine the world as an ocean, then
globalization would be the current that brings gtleng closer to particular places on the
coast and those places would be called “globaégitiComplex mechanisms operating
within the process of globalization are what brdaugbu Lei to New York. Although the
phenomenon of globalization has a long history, téren itself has been in use for almost
twenty years. It has been used to explain the adwimgthe economy, technology, society and
culture and it can be defined as the fusion of enon social, cultural and political related
processes that lead to connectivity and dependeinddéferent countries in the world and it
expands beyond national boundarigSoli¢, 2004: 185, translation Marija Vuki Some
believe that it is necessary to differentiate bemvglobalization as a political project of
neoliberal capitalism that began at the end oPfecentury and globalization as a historical
process. (Gray 2002; Wolf 198nli¢, 2004: 185, translation Marija Vuk3iGlobalization

as a neoliberalist political project is a free nerktopia whose goal is free economy without
social and political control of nation-states. Glbbmarket assumes that economic
modernization functions similarly in every parttoe world and it sees the globalization of

economy as the evolution of western type capitalidmerican free marketCpli¢, 2004:
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186, translation Marija Vuk§) Saskia Sassen in her artidiee Global City: Introducing a
Conceptsees the global city or cities as products of gliaation. She notices that there have
long existed cross-border economic processes ssiagxehanges of capital, labor, goods,
materials, tourists etc, but they mostly took plaeséhin the inner-state system, where the
key articulators were national states. That hasngéé over the 1990s as a result of
privatization, deregulation, specialized servicé® opening up of national economies to
foreign firms, ascendance of finance services dral growing participation of national
economic actors in global markets” (Sassen, 200%:“Recause of that, there is the partial
weakening of the national as a spatial unit ancethergence of global cities.” (Sassen, 2005:
27) “Global cities around the world are a terraihene a multiplicity of globalization
processes assume concrete, localized forms.” (8a26€5: 40) “Those processes are the
emergence of transnational corporations, outsogyciglobal service and general
strengthening of cross border city-to-city trangard and networks.” (Sassen, 2005: 28)
“There is also very noticeable growth of global keds for finance and specialized services,
transnational servicing networks, reduced role avegnment in the regulation of
international economic activities.” (Sassen, 208%; There is no longer a clear connection
between business and such places in the city kremvdowntown or the central business
district and there is obvious a development ofri$tarritorial centre or centers such as New
York, London, Tokyo, Paris, Frankfurt, Zurich, Areslam, LA, Sydney, Hong Kong, Sao
Paolo and Mexico City” (Sassen: 2005, 37) thatrentegeographically close but are strongly

connected to each other through the mentioned psese
New immigrant workforce

It is important to note the new immigrant workforaed the reasons behind emigration can
no longer be so simply linked to wars or indusizetion as it was the case in the past waves
of immigration to America, rather they should beed with globalization and its reinvention
through the processes of neoliberal capitalism @edtion of nation-states. “Global capital
and the new immigrant workforce are two major ins&s of transnationalized actors that
each have unifying properties around the world famtithemselves in contestation with each
other in global cities.” (Sassen, 2005: 39). “Atstm position on migration partly reflects its
location in the world economy.” (Sassen, 1981: 6#&jth globalization came the
strengthening of states and borders which only segyn obstructs the needs of a
consolidated world economy for massive internatidaaor migrations but national borders

do not act as barriers so much as “mechanisms depirtg the system through the
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international division of labor.” (Sassen, 1981) 70he enforcement on national borders
contributed to the peripheralization of a parttod tvorld and the designation of its workers
as a labor reserve. Border enforcement is a mestmamelping the extraction of surplus labor
by assigning criminal status to a segment of theking class — the illegal immigrant.
Foreign workers undermine a nation’s working clagsen the state renders foreigners
socially and politically powerless. At the samedirborder enforcement meets the demands
of organized labor in the labor-receiving countmgdfar as it presumes to protect native
workers. Yet selective enforcement of policies cescumvent general border policies and
protect the interests of capital sectors rgyimn immigrant labor. This shows the
contradictory role of the state in the accumulatipocess, especially evident in the
consolidation of the liberal state.” (Petras, 198instein, 1968 in Sassen: 1981:70). “The
strengthening of the nation-state creates the t@ondi for immigrant labor as a distinct
category of a nation’s labor supply. It has a didtirole characterized by the institutional
differentiation of the processes of labor-forcerogluction and powerlessness associated with
formal of attributed foreign status.” (Sassen, 198l The growth of networked cross-border
dynamics among global cities includes a broad rasfggomains: political, cultural, social
and criminal. There are cross-border transactiom®ong immigrant communities and
communities of origin and greater intensity in tiee of these networks once they become
established, including economic activities (Sas@895: 31) Immigrant labor offers several
benefits for the country, for example, foreign wenk ask for fewer services than national
workers, they occupy empty workplaces and houshegy consumption and needs are below
average and they can be repatriated when no lomggated. The problems arise when they
have children in the country they are currentlykirmg in, can the children be also repatriated
although they were not born in the same countrthes parents and is it ethical to separate
parents and children? (Sassen, 1981: 72) During¢baomic growth of the 1990s, because
of the shortage of unskilled labor, most Americavilingly overlooked the problem of
illegal immigration. “The Immigration Act of 199@ised the annual total of immigrant visas
and the limit for individual nations and the numioérasylum seekers who could remain in
the USA. It also removed restrictions on the ewtrynany groups, including homosexuals,
communists, people from nations adversely affebiethe 1965 law, and additional family
members, including the spouses and children ofale given amnesty.” (Mauk, Oakland,
2009: 71) When the recession began, governmenemmgited “the USA Patriot Act of 2002
that developed new biometric identity checks toulag entry to the country, conducted

intensified surveillance of the foreign-born, aralled in immigrants, since 9/11 especially
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Arab Americans, for questioning, detention or dégtaon.” (Mauk, Oakland, 2009: 72) “In
the United States, the labor-supplying periphery éxgpanded to include a growing number
of South American, Caribbean, and Asian countri@go recent changes in immigration
flows to the United States are significant. Filsty-wage countries have replaced high-wage
countries as the main source of immigrant laborl®®0, 60 percent of legal immigrants
were from Europe and less than one-seventh fr@ma And Latin America (excluding
Mexico). By 1970, these shares were reversed (IS )l Second, there has been a marked
increase in immigration. Between 1961 and 197&ettwere 1.2 million more immigrants
admitted than between 1950 and 1960.” (Sassen @B 1Because of globalization and the
development of modern global economy, there is tgrepressure in manufacturing
industries, specifically in apparel industries, kmwer labor costs because of heavy
competition from low-wage Third world countries.cBuindustries pay very low wages to
their workers and the workers work in substandasdddions. Most of the workers are
immigrants because they are the most common saidirckeap labor and many firms have
chosen places like New York because of its stagus global city that has a large number of
immigrants looking for work. (Sassen, 1994: 2300)

Informal economy

Informal economy is one of the most important temh&n explaining illegal immigrants and
the jobs they are able to do due to their “illegatatus. Zou Lei partakes in just such
economy while living and working in New York andshis novel reveals many more people
earning their living in such manner. But, inforneglonomy is not simply everything that is
illegal and it should not be perceived in black avidte terms, it is a gray area that needs to
be further explained. In the bodknking the Formal and Informal Economy: Conceptlan
Policies (2006), Basudeb Guha-Khasnobis, Ravi Kanbur amibEOstrom argue that the
terms “formal” and “informal” economy are debatalaled problematic. They mention the
early critics of informal economy like Lipton (198#«ho questioned the usefulness of the
concept of the informal sector but argued for “raeamn application.” (Guha-Khasnobis,
Kanbur, Ostrom, 2006: 2) Lipton believed that tlemaept of informal economy could be
discredited on account of misplaced dualism, megaasolation and confusion. “Misplaced
dualism because in practice there is no clear $glitveen formal and informal, there is
continuum since they depend on each other therghiey are wrongly interpreted as a
dichotomy. Misplaced isolation is the neglect af fact that the relationships of the informal

sector to the rest of the economy are not investitjaand the third critique, that of confusion,
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is the idea that the characteristics of the infdregctor are not well spelt out, nor are the
entities that would fall into this sector.” (Guhdn&snobis, Kanbur, Ostrom, 2006, 2)
Regardless of the problems, Lipton defined the téinformal economy” by three
characteristics: “substantial overlap between mlers of capital and providers of labor in
each enterprise and prevalence of near-perfect etmop. Thirdly, informal economy
consists largely of unorganized unicorporated @niggs to which legal restrictions on
employment (minimal wage, regulations of workinghdions etc) do not apply.” (Guha-
Khasnobis, Kanbur, Ostrom, 2006: 3) Lipton was wravhen he characterized informal
economy as unorganized enterprises because infeooamlomy “may or may not have the
same level of organization as formal economy. Theoeiation of the informal with
unstructured has been a powerful catalyzer fommetgions of the government that have
often led to disaster.” (Guha-Khasnobis, Kanbuty@s, 2006, 5) It is also important to note
that “informal” is not the same as “illegal. Thime, informal economy is not, as the name
suggest, the opposite of formal economy but ratherinformal economy belong those
income-generating activities occurring outsidedtate’s regulatory framework and that have
analogs within that framework. The scope and cheraxt the informal economy are defined
by the very regulatory framework it evades.” (SassE94. 2290) Examples of this are
babysitting that does not require official paperwor sweatshops that pay their workers
regularly but make them work in substandard coodgi “Informalization must be seen in
the context of the economic restructuring that lcastributed to the decline of the
manufacturing-dominated industrial complex of thestwar era and the rise of a new,
service-dominated economic complex.” (Sassen, 19940) “The economic transformation
began in the 1980s, the groups of service indigsthat were the driving economic force
created greater earnings and occupational dispersieakened labor-unions and created
more unsheltered jobs in the lower-paying sectbne. overall result of the transformation is
a tendency toward increased economic polarizati@assen, 1994: 2294) “The ascendance
of finance and specialized services created aalithass of firms with extremely high profit-
making capabilities. Moderate profit-making firmitem have to operate informally in order
to survive. Alternatively, firms with limited prdfmaking capabilities may subcontract part
of their work to informal operations. (Sassen, 199294) This alternative allows the
contracting firm to operate formally and reducecists of operation.” (Sassen, 1994: 2295)
“Increased inequality in earnings reshapes the wmopson structure and affects the
organization of work. There is a bigger number evices in the formal economy for high-

income customers and bigger number of serviceseniriformal economy for low-income
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customers. For instance, registered cab drivetseeto go to low-income neighborhoods so
there are a lot of gypsy cabs servicing low-incameghborhoods. Increased inequality fuels

the growth of informal economy.” (Sassen, 1994:7)29

Capitalism and labor supply system

Zou Lei and her mother lived from the land untigyhbegun to live “in a big western city”.
(Lish, 2014: 26) At first it might seem as if theyoved away but what the reader soon
realizes is that the village they lived in got sBotmed into a city. “Things were being built
or broken down(...) a highway went overhead and sdpjm midair.” (Lish, 2014: 27)
Unable to live from the land that was taken awayrfrthem, they are forced to become a
source of cheap labor for factories in the moreettgped cities in China. What happened to
them is what has happened and is still happenimgatoy people that used to live of the land.
The story of Zou Lei’'s migration starts with hersfimigration to Shenzen, a Chinese city
where she worked in a fruit juice plant. (Lish, 2027) She and her mother became a part of
the modern age labor-supply system that is basedimonigrant workforce. “Basic
characteristic of the world economic system thastnie included in any theory of migration
is the general development of labor-supply systeat has been an integral part of the
broader process of incorporation into the worlditedigt system. (Sassen, 1981: @Zor
supply systems have historically incorporated aietyarof mechanisms through which
workers from foreign areas, both capitalist and-ocapitalist, were drawn or forced into the
capitalist world system.” (Sassen, 1981: 66) “Labcarcity has historically been one of the
main problems capital has had to solve to realizaraa’s potential to generate surplus. The
incorporation of most areas of the world into thapitalist system resulted in the
disintegration or subordination of non-capitalstrhs of substinence. (Sassen, 1981: 67) For
example, commodification of land left a mass ofdlass peasants with little alternative to
becoming part of the urban labor reserve willingb® mobilized into the labor market.”
(Sassen, 1981: 68). The strengthening of a worstiesy through peripheralization of large
parts of the world also brought about a changéendirection of labor. “There were (and still
are) major international labor flows that origirchte@ the periphery and went to satisfy the
labor needs in the centre.” (Sassen, 1981:B8¢ major western European countries first
drew labor from their immediate peripheries: Irisent to England; Poles to Germany;
Italians and Belgians to France” (Castles amusa€k, 1973; Cinanni, 1968; Hechter, 1975
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in Sassen, 1981: 68). Then this periphery wapamded to include all of eastern and
southern Europe that were the main sourcesbof lor western Europe and gradually the
USA as well. “As these reserves were exhaustechar flows interrupted due to wars,
China, Mexico, and North Africa emerged as impdrtiaor suppliers. In the last two
decades, the Caribbean and a growing number oftesinn Latin America, Africa, and
Asia have become major labor suppliers. An impartew pattern of labor flows has been

added to the continuing flow from periphery to ezrit(Sassen, 1981: 68)
Women and survival circuits

Although Zou Lei had no family left in China, sh#em encountered women who came to
America while their husbands, parents, childrenotbrer family members are still in the
country they came from. The workers she met wetenobther women like herself and they
all shared an apartment in which they slept. Timglies that the women came to the country
alone but it is highly unlikely that, like Zou Lethey have nobody left in their country of
origin to take care of. “When women today migratewtork as nannies, domestics or sex
workers, they participate in two sets of dynamiafigurations: global city and survival
circuits, it is a response to the deepening misémhe ‘global south’.” (Sassen, 2009: 185)
Global cities concentrate some of the global ecoriekey functions and resources. Because
of the previously mentioned growth of finance amulvike industries, there has been an
increase in demand for highly paid professionals whturn generate a demand for low-paid
service workers. (Sassen, 2009: 185) “Global chigge become places where large numbers
of low-paid women and immigrants get incorporateib istrategic economic sectors. Some
are incorporated directly as low-wage clerical a®alvice workers, such as janitors and
repairmen. For others, the process is less dioparating instead through the consumption
practices of high-income professionals, who emptwids and nannies and who patronize
expensive restaurants and shops staffed by low-wagkers. This new pattern undermines
workers’ empowerment, producing a class of workef® are isolated, dispersed and
effectively invisible. (Sassen, 2009: 185) Throughir work in global cities and survival
circuits, women are crucial to building new econesnand expanding existing ones. There
are three processes of change that explain theimggomeed for immigrant women and
immigrant workforce: moving of advanced servicesl aorporate headquarters into the
global cities, downgrading of the manufacturingtse@as opposed to telecommunications,
finance and other corporate services and inforraadin of economy (the rise of sweatshops).

(Sassen, 2009: 186) Men have lost job opporturgiesgovernments have cut back on social
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services, it was important to find alternative wayk making a living which pressed
additional responsibilities onto women. (Sasserf2@87) Remittances (a transfer of money
by a foreign worker to an individual in his or Hewme country) as well as the organized
export of workers have become increasingly popways for governments to bring in
revenue. (Sassen, 2009: 188) Exporting workersiésmeans by which governments cope
with unemployment and foreign debts. (Sassen, 208@) There has come to a reemergence
of a serving class in contemporary high-income bBbokls. Immigrant woman now serves
the white middle-class professional woman, immignaomen take over tasks previously
associated with housewives. (Sassen, 2009: 187) aNaare by far the majority group in
prostitution and trafficking for the sex industrgdathey are becoming a majority group in
migration of labor. (Sassen, 2009: 188) Migratiare often organized by third parties
(ilegal traffickers or governments) and women ofteke part in countergeographies of
globalization, meaning that they escape conventisneveillance and to some extent they
belong to the shadow economy but they also makeuge regular economy’s institutional
infrastructure. (Sassen, 2009: 187)

Post 9/11 world: Immigration Politics and Practices

New York in Lish’s novel is a post 9/11 New Yorkdathat is a fact highly emphasized
throughout the novel. The event of 9/11 affectsdharacters in the novel in many different
ways but it primarily constantly threatens Zou LEwen though it is no longer a current
event, the memory of the attack on the Twins i# B&8sh in the minds of characters the
reader encounters in the novel. The memory of ttecla has changed many laws and
regulations making it more difficult for illegal mmigrants to come to America, stay there

without being caught and find work outside the exoit enclaves.
The Patriot Act

When Skinner found out that Zou Lei was Muslim, finst thing he asked her was if “the
cops know” (Lish, 2014: 237). Zou Lei responded tih@y probably do not, “not too many
people know what's Uighur people, | just think natter any kind of people, to say in the
U.S. it's not easy right now.” (Lish, 2014: 237) ¥{lZou Lei said can be understood in two
different but still similar ways. She might have anethat to come as an illegal immigrant
and not get caught and deported was more diffiauttost 9/11 America than it was before,

or she was commenting on the fact that any immigtagal or not, has a more difficult time
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living in America than it was the case before 9/Megither interpretation is wrong. In the
immediate aftermath of September 11, President geedf. Bush and other political leaders
around the world had “argued that the world hadnged forever.”(Rizvi, 2004: 161) The
world in fact, had stayed exactly as it was, bet tiiedia made it seem as if the Apocalypse
was at our doors even if we were at the other efdine world from America. A Chinese
character in the novel seems to share that opasome reflects on 9/11: “We have had 9/11.
A nation as big as ours, we’'ve had more than oth&,3ut you don’t hear about it.” (Lish,
2014: 145) Be that as it may, 9/11 has certaingnged some things in America that effected
the rest of the world. The events of Septemberdd widespread and severe consequences
on the internal functioning of international fingcmarkets. Some argued that a new and
different security system would need to be degwedb to deal with many types of terrorism
that acted across national borders and that wemng mobile and flexible. “In the cultural
field, a series of pro-and anti-Islamic sentinsemppeared in the popular media around the
world; and in the USA, the symbols of paigpt became commonplace, as most people
wondered about the American response to the iaé®c Calls for tolerance and
understanding coincided with calls to root outeékés of terrorism.” (Rizvi, 2004: 161) “The
USA Patriot Act, enacted seven weeks after tiepteSnber 11 attacks, granted the federal
government new powers to expand surveillancdaitdinancing, and deport aliens in
connection with terrorism. The statute expandedréimge of aliens who could be excluded
or deported from the United States on terrorisrateel grounds, while reducing the

procedural protections available to them.” (Ri2004: 161)

Since 9/11, the smallest offense made you depertdbpending on what country you were
from. According to the World Journal, there weréatient classifications of countries and

immigrants. Zou Lei didn’t know if she would besslified with immigrants from China, a

trading partner of the United States, or with thdsem Jamaica, Guyana, Mexico, Egypt,
Pakistan, and Afghanistan. (178)

Under the new law, immigrants "certified" as thsetd national security must be held in
government custody without bond pending deportafiozceedings and removal from the
country. (Sinnar, 2003: 1420) In immigration schskap, law review articles have addressed
the mass detention of noncitizens, the use of Irpoddiling in immigration enforcement, and

expanded secrecy immigration proceedin{¢Sifinar, 2003: 1420-1421) “A noncitizen can be
excluded or deported for national security reasincluding involvement in espionage,

the attempted overthrow of the government byawful means, or terrorist activities.
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Now, any alien whom the Attorney General believesadmissible or deportable under the
terrorism-related grounds of U.S. law may be dediunder the USA Patriot Act. Even if an
alien is not deportable based on these grourds, may be certified if the Attorney
General has "reasonable grounds to believe" thatlerwise endangers national security.
The statute does not require the Attorney Garterlimit certification to aliens who are
believed to be dangerous or pose a high afslight, or to make any finding to that
effect.” (Sinnar, 2003: 1424)n the Fourth Amendment context, "reasonable isisp
amounts to a lower requirement than "probablse§ when a law enforcement officer has
"reasonable suspicion" of criminal activity, &@n only "stop and frisk" an individual,
not arrest him. If the INS interprets a "reasoralgrounds to believe" standard to require
less than probable cause, an alien could be &ebjeto lengthy mandatory detention based
on a level of suspicion that would only permat brief stop and frisk on the street.”
(Sinnar, 2003:1432) This also happened to Zou dhe2, got caught by undercover policemen
when she was going out of bod2¢@), they cuffed her and she ended up in prison.

There were no lawyer§he said she wanted to know if she was going togete a lawyer.
No one had told her what she had been charged avitbn what basis she was being held
(Lish, 2014: 11)

When Zou Lei finally got in touch with the immigian lawyer, he asked her if she knew
what she was being charged with and told her flekid entered the country “under the radar,
so to speak” she was not eligible for bail becanfsthe Patriot Act. If it was like that, there
was nothing he could do. (Lish, 2014: 10) “This wlaes answer Zou Lei finally received: No
one knows what will happen to you.” (Lish, 2014) 13

It is obvious from this part of the novel’s stohat in the USA in particular, but elsewhere
as well, there has emerged a powerful newatiaerof security that appears to dwarf
most other concerns about public policy and sowfare. This narrative has had major
implications for the way issues of mobility of pé®across national-boundaries in particular
are now considered. (Rizvi, 2004:162) 9/11 is ofteantioned in the novel, the way it
affected public opinion regarding the immigrantstiits fear not only in Zou Lei but in other

characters in a similar situation. A Guyanese Mushhose job is delivering jasmine rice,

® A hispanic/spanish/latin mini-mart, kind of like 711, but usually smaller and more like a liqutore
atmosphere. Commonly used term on the east cagstcially in the New York City region, where youllwi
find many of these. The word came from the actpansh word for "grocery store" - la bodega. Source
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=hgale
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told Zou Lei that his aunt’s husband was arrestetifaut in Passaic County jail although he
had papers saying that he will soon get a greeth. ¢arjail, “the guards went after anyone
who was Asian, Muslim, Trini, black, brown, whateveanything like Arab.” (Lish, 2014:
177) He warns her that the cops know how to re@mgfake ID cards and that everyone has
one of those, what she needed was a counterfehgrad. As she leaves, a police car slows
as they pass them by and a policeman carefullyheatthem. (Lish, 2014: 178) Soon, Zou
Lei discovered that counterfeit green cards aregood either and her fear of deportation
grows. When he finds out that she is an illegal igramt and also a Muslim, her boyfriend
Skinner becomes terrified as well. He suggeststtiet marry so that she could stay in the
country. Zou Lei then asked a lawyer if she coulttiy Skinner and stay in the country. The
lawyer advised her to marry and then to apply tayiag in the country but the love between
her and her future husband should be real otherisis&ll be in big trouble” (Lish, 2014:
293-294) implicating there were many marriages whade purpose was acquirement of a
green card for one of the spouses and that suchages were made illegal. A man in a bar
warned Skinner that if he wished to marry Zou Leioimeland would make him jump
through hoops, but it'll slow them down from gettind of her.” (Lish, 2014: 247)

E-Verify

Because Zou Lei's English when she first arrivedNew York is very limited, her only
option of work is working with people who can unstand her and since she lives in
Chinatown in Queens her employers are other Asfahs.is further limited by her status of
an illegal immigrant so she often looks for workatligh channels specifically designed for
illegal immigrants, such as a special type of nepsps written in Mandarin or other illegal
immigrants. She is aware that “American senatonst&hidentities to become electronic. To
get a job, you would have to pass something c&léterify.” (Lish, 2014: 176) but it is not
until she begins to work for her first “white Amean boss” that she learns what E-Verify
actually and how it works. “E-Verify is an InterAgdsed system that compares information
from an employee’'s Form 1-9, Employment Eligibilityerification, to data from U.S.
Department of Homeland Security and Social Secukitiyninistration records to confirm
employment eligibility.® As the discussion over immigration reform recefteth Congress

in 2007, some states implemented the E-Verifytesysto reduce the hiring of
undocumented workers. “By 2010, more than a dogttes required that public agencies

® http://www.uscis.gov/e-verify/what-e-verify
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or public contract recipients use E-Verify determine employment eligibility for new
hires, and four states enacted E-verify manditesll employers. This trend has only
continued, with five additional states enacting &% mandates in 2011.” (Amuedo-
Dorantes, Bansak, 2012: 543) Zou Lei encounter&teiify when she moved out of New
York’'s Chinatown and moved to Phoenix, Arizona. fEhehe also worked in a Chinese
restaurant but the owner was a white American. f8liethat he was “way too proud of
himself for having detected her crime by means -Meffy, his favorite new tool. But what
nearly made her violent was when he threatenedltdHomeland on her” (Lish, 2014: 414)
She threatened back and told him she knew peamte fine Underground who would gladly
take care of him. Afterwards, she found a job labese ranch where she met “a different kind
of American, a cowboy from North Dakota. He wor&tatson hat, a silver-tipped cowboy
string tie, and a black silk kerchief at the throbhis denim shirt.” (Lish, 2014: 415) She told
him of her troubles with E-Verify and he respondeat “the government needn’t be involved
in everything it was involved in”. (Lish, 2014: 41He offered her a job at another ranch and
a web address she should look up. Zou Lei’s illegatus and the implementation of E-
Verify into many American states stop her, and mathers in a similar situation, from

exiting the world of informal economy.
New York: A Global City

Zou Lei came to New York for a reason: “she wasengoing to get arrested again, she was
going to stay where everybody was illegal just llex” (Lish, 2014: 49) | have previously
established that New York is a global city becauselds some of the global economy’s key
functions and resources (Sassen, 2009: 185) buit nwvakes it truly global are not functions
and resources but the people those functions awiirees attract because the word “global”
implies something worldwide but not only on an abstbut also a very real level. The way
in which Zou Lei lives, or survives, when she ficeimes to New York is possible precisely

because she came into a global city.
Enclave economy

“Between 1970 and 1990, New York City experiencedramatic change in the ethnic
composition of its neighborhoods. At the macro letie dominant trend was the declining
size of the non-Hispanic white population, a precefien referred to as "white flight." In

1970, white people represented 76 percent of tta¢ population of the metropolitan region,
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but by 1990 this had fallen to 62 percent, a declm absolute terms from 13.1 to 10.6
million. As the white population fell, the citylsatino and nonwhite populations increased
correspondingly, but in relative terms Asians wére fastest growing group during this
period. By 1990, there were more than 850,000 AsianNew York City, which was 432
percent higher than in 1970.” (Smith, 1995: 63)dfiAr1970 to 1990 there was a noticeable
growth of all-minority neighborhoods in New York tZiwhile the number of all-white
neighborhoods declined dramatically. Neighborhotidd recorded significant increases in
the proportion of Asians fall into two distinct egbries. The first category includes a small
number of Asians who moved into what used to bevhlte suburban neighborhoods. This
has traditionally been the settlement choice faldi@ and upper class Japanese, South Asian
and Filipino households, as well as Chinese immigrdrom Taiwan and Hong Kong. The
second category to which Zou Lei belongs, is a miacger group and includes Asian
immigrants that are unable to move into more exatusuburban neighborhoods, and who
prefer to live in already ethnically diverse neightood” (Smith, 1995: 64) which is, in Zou
Lei’'s case, Chinatown in Queens. Before she arritiede, she was put to work in a Chinese
restaurant in Nanuet and she slept in a Motel &evhle and other illegal immigrant women

from China were kept.

America is a good country, an older woman said.t@ék a fishing boat across the ocean.
The ocean police caught us and closed us up osland near San Francisco. | almost died
on the voyage and that was what saved me. Thatlwelyg. The others were forced back
home, thirty people, but not me. My cousin apptredfor asylum. Some of these other sister
have been deported once already. Now they come back becomes twice, twice becomes
three times. They go to Yucatan Peninsula, crosstirder in Arizona. Now that's hard of

course.(6)

The next year she was in another state in anotbéslmoom with eight women and they had
a woman who watched over them and made sure tldeyadileave their room. Although she
should not have done it, Zou Lei let the maid itiie room. The maid was from Honduras in
Latin America, she was also an illegal and earngatiito money.” (Lish, 2014: 7) Soon
afterwards, Zou Lei ended up in prison. The booksdoot explain why or how she was
released from the prison but after her release,tsbk the subway and exited near the
Manhattan Bridge. There she entered a coffee shdpaaked where she could find a job,
they told her to get out and look elsewhere. Afandg, she found herself on East Broadway

where there was “a condemned building where youdcstay for then dollars if you called
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the number.” The next day she travelled to Southalea in Queens where she found Sing
Tao, Chinese newspapers with job ads. After talkonghe man who put the job ad in the

newspaper, she received a phone number and cillrd hobody answered so she continued
her journey. While she was walking down the "L Bireet, a man called her on her cell phone
and told her to come back to Queens. He pickedip@n Roosevelt Avenue and brought her
to “a standard illegal apartment divided into shemlsccommodate eight or more people.”

(Lish, 2014: 47) The next morning, she exited tharement and continued her search for a
job:

She started moving with the crowd, looking aboe# theads and seeing that she was going
into Chinatown, a thicket of vertical signs, thélsaf sampans and junks, too many to read,
a singsong clamor rising. No English. There wengdkpeakers and dedications and banners
for Year of the Dog. Voices all around her, calliagd calling. Here, here, here, come and
see!l Someone spitting in the street. Crying out ramshing along next to her, pushing and

pleading, grabbing the sleeve of her jacket. Thatflyers in her hands and she dropped
them. Missing, teeth, younger than they lookedgdls from the widow villages. Body wash,
foot rub, Thai-style shower, bus to Atlantic Cilyish, 2014: 48)

Finally, she found a job on Main Street in “a basamfood court hidden under a 99-cent
store, hidden among nested Chinese signs.” (LBb4251) The Chinese signs implicate that
the store is a part of Chinatown described in thevipus quote. In his articlAsian New
York: The Geography and Politics of Divers(fy995), Smith notices that many of the newly
arrived Asians have entered the labor market as profesision business owners, rather than
choosing to work for others. It is also reasonablassume, says Smith, that many of the new
immigrants will reject the cramped residence amivded streets that are typically associated
with Asian enclaves. (Smith, 1995: 66). However,tlas book points out: there is a big
difference between legal and illegal immigrantshgoin America. The woman owning a
basement food court is most likely also an illegjate the court is hidden and, as she claims,
she does not make a lot of money. The food she seltheap and she does not use meat
because it is a waste of money. Since she is veoy, ghe warns Zou Lei that “you don't
make nothing working here.” (Lish, 2014: 51) Zou'sgob was selling food, cleaning and
moving packages. Other than that, she also cotldnté¢tles and cans and redeemed them at

“the Beer Center, a recycler on Parsons and Bordsvacross from a factory that made fan

" The article was published in 1995
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belts and timing belts.” (Lish, 2014: 120) She gatumber out of Chinese paper and shortly
after she started selling DVDs. (Lish, 2014: 12Dhé¢ man who gave her the DVDs took care
to avoid arrest. He would not give her his namesis®couldn’t rat him out if she got caught.
All she knew about him was that he was from Wenzimihejiang Province and people
from Wenzhou knew how to survive.” (Lish, 2014: Y 2ZIn Cantonese radio, she heard an ad
for a shopping center called the Flushing Mall,ated on 38 Road behind the Sheraton
LaGuarida. (Lish, 2014: 128) She went there hoimg could find a new job and earn more
money. She went into a Chinese restaurant and srenAoss initially told her she would be
paid at least a minimum wage because “everyoneéchalsey the law in society” but after he
found out she did not have her working papers hkher that she would be paid less than
minimum wage. (Lish, 2014: 130) In her new job éhe&rere two kinds of people, illegal
immigrants who were called “fleas or fence jumpdsat people or saiwooks — cargo — a
reference to how many of them died in trucks crggsine border” and legal immigrants who
worked there and were a second generation immggrahose parents had come in America
legally. (Lish, 2014: 133) One of them was Sas@omegister girl. She had a husband who
went back to China and her brother had his ownngsi installing windows with another
man, a cousin. Other legal immigrants were Sasa@sier, Zou Lei’s boss and the cook. The
boss and Sasoon’s brother and cousin are what $allth) immigrant business owners. “This
was the first kind of people and they were in ckdrfish, 2014: 135) This part of the novel
confirms Smith’s claim about Asian immigrants whechme business owners or in general
have better paying jobs, but it is also obvioug tlegal Asian immigrants work much less
paying jobs and are being taken advantage of b ltbeses precisely because of their illegal
status. It is perhaps ironic that their bossesrgeto the same ethnic group yet they feel no
remorse for their “illegal” co-workers. This kind economy Smith refers to as “enclave
economy”, enclave in this sense being “an area cbuntry or city where people have
different religion, culture or nationality from tee who live in the country or a city” (Oxford
Dictionary, 2005: 480) and “enclave economy is atigfly clustered network of businesses
owned by members of the same minority group.” (ealdMetzger, Waite, 1999: 98) For
Chinese immigrants the unique characteristics ef éhclave economy have a significant
effect on locational choices. Most immigrant Chiyesherever they live in New York, are
tied closely to the economic and cultural oppotiasi offered by the traditional enclave
economy. This includes not only the dominant Clunat in Lower Manhattan, but also
others in Queens and Brooklyn. The enclaves prgable but, almost as important, they act

as the repository for information about employmepportunities in other places. (Smith,
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1995: 70) In Zou Lei’'s case there are a few reasdnsshe chose Chinatown. When she first
came into the country, she did not know how to kpeaglish well. “She knew how to say
okay. When they pointed at the menu, she gotéfi(Lish, 2014: 3) In the motel, they kept
the TV running to practice English. (Lish, 2014: ®)e second reason is the most obvious
one, she is an illegal immigrant so she has beltances of finding a job with someone who
is not an American and does not have E-Verify. Athé third reason are her job
qualifications. She is not educated, in China stedl with her mother in a village. “Her
mother picked watermelon in the orchard by a ditelar a half-built section of roadway”
while Zou Lei “played soccer on the clay behind thes station. Her mother’s people came
down from the steppe, before they were collectidiby the Chinese, who came from the
east.” From this passage in the book, it is obvidesi Lei and her mother are poor,
uneducated and have a physically demanding lifestylich left Zou Lei with “rural, purple-
skinned hands” (Lish, 2014: 5) Zou Lei's secondsbosakes fun of the characters in her
name because they are usually used in male naflesy ‘want the son, | think. Or they do
not recognize literacy. Many Chinese don’t recognliteracy. Right?” (Lish, 2014: 130)
Therefore, Zou Lei is aware that even by illegamigrant standards, she is considered
uneducated. She does jobs that do not requiredd tatking or writing, mostly physical jobs:
“You are dishes, garbage, dumplings, mop.” (Lis@142 137) Eventually, Zou Lei was
replaced by a 17 year old boy who “understood dferg right away, he knew computer
too” and he went to Cardozo. (Lish, 2014: 275) Z@u got replaced by a boy who had a
higher level of education than hers. Another wortile& Zou Lei who washed dishes said
about her and her people: “We were dirt and wedlivethe dirt and it gave us our lives. We
used to have fields. Used to have food to eat witlemd. It was country there. Then they
destroyed the fields and put buildings up everywh@&here are no fields to plant anymore.
They put up factories and nothing grows.” (Lish120136) This woman is obviously what
Sassen calls “urban labor reserve” (Lish, 2014; p8pple who worked in agriculture but are
unable to do so because of industrialization s #ueept any job in the city that they can do.
Later, the woman refered to the Uighur people whscthe people that Zou Lei belongs to
and said that they were given “jobs in factoriesduse they’ll do it for nothing.” (Lish,
2014: 68) Zou Lei’'s recollections reveal that hexople were rural people therefore
presumably they also lost land due to industriibraand were forced to work in factories
for below minimal wage. Zou Lei’s primary reasom f§®ing to America was to find better
job prospects than what was offered to her in GHand ironically, she does not work for an

American boos but keeps to other Asian people hant businesses where she works as an
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illegal immigrant. Therefore, this example showattthe enclave economy can also be

connected to informal economy or can, in some nt&s, be a form of informal economy.
Urban ethnicity

“The physical presence of large numbers of new ignamts in commercial and residential
areas has altered the appearance of many Northi¢anegities but what truly transforms the
city are the socioeconomic characteristics of tbe mhabitants.” (Smith 1995:65-66) One
of the major characteristics of global cities itigerrain where, as Sassen says in her article
The Global City: Introducing a Concepta multiplicity of globalization processes assume
concrete, localized forms.” (2005: 40) One of thésens are the economic forms | have
elaborated previously, specifically in Zou Lei'sseaenclave economy. And although Sassen
focuses mostly on the economic forms present ibajloities, the novel also focuses on ways
in which the immigrants shape, not only the econobuy the space surrounding them or in
other words, how the space around them reflecis sbeioeconomic status. Zou Lei likes to
jog around hers and some of the surrounding neitfftloals and when she jogs she sees
“dirty white houses that are tucked in under othaidings red blessings on the doors,
Chinese New Year's just behind us. On the dashBoairdheir Caravans and Quests, there
were Buddhas.” (Lish, 2014: 53) People always peirtlaundry out to dry. “They made
projects. Plants of ascending sizes, little designaoney cat, plastic bags woven together to
make ropes, the tropes tied from beam to beamngiagion, you never knew what for. You
might smell joss in the tumbledown alley. You migke a stolen Corolla.” (Lish, 2014: 53)
“The boards and barricades in the alley were gragthered, the piles of leafless brush were
gray, husk-dry, piled under windows, woven into tlested wire fences. The workmen
coming home. They talked on cell phones, waitedickups. Orange extension cords coiled
in the back, a crew of five or six, drinking coffaepor coming up from the manifold, idling

— bachelors, cousins, one last name.” (Lish, 2@B}:“Along with the Chinese, there were
Guatemalans and Honduras and other Central Amearitaving left behind what they called
the problems in their countries.” (Lish, 2014: 53here were people from India, the help
desk people, the IT people. They had a string sinmsses on the main artery: video, hair-
style, Punjab grocery. Neon signs, second-storghas and satellite dishes. Pakistanis living
above their stores on the other side of Cherryf texhe tattered awning of Little Kabul.”
(Lish, 2014: 54) Improvised laundry ropes, stolars¢ battered houses, cramped apartments
all indicate that the picture the novel paints isp@ture of poverty in immigrant

neighborhoods that reflects the economic statussahhabitants. There are many different
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theories that try to explain the socioeconomicustaif particular groups of immigrants. The
theories primarily divide into spatial and nonsghtihose that believe the success of certain
groups of immigrants does not depend on the spateunding them and those that believe
the opposite or at least do not incorporate thenéorinto their theoretical framework. The
truth is, as always, somewhere in the middle. Huozgoital theory posits is one of nonspatial
theories and it poses that immigrant's successffectad primarily by the amount of
educational credentials, skills, and experiencg tféer to prospective employers. “There is
typically an adjustment period during which immigt®s acquire appropriate American
human capital, such as English language proficiesutyool credentials, and social and job
contacts. After that, their economic achievemesegirapidly.” (Galster, Metzger, Waite,
1999:97) Zou Lei reflects on the importance of Eigllanguage in improving her status:
“When her English was better she would do somethlsg.”(Lish, 2014: 187) Unfortunately,
as the story progresses so does Zou Lei's Engdlighthe job opportunities are the same as at
the beginning of her story: she was a waitressli@rsof illegal DVDs, she cleaned the
stables at a ranch, washed dishes, collected deattld worked in a food court. On the other
hand, Polo, her boss on her second job, lovedrimdstrate his knowledge of English to his
staff. He would read the newspapers to his empbwee then he would tell them that they
would learn, “it takes time, ability comes slowlyLish, 2014: 135) This scene implicates
one of the reasons he became a business ownecasdaehe learned proper English, or at
least that is how it seemed to his illegal emplsydut, it must also be noted that since the
implementation of E-Verify, even illegal immigrargpeaking perfect English have a difficult
time finding a job with an American boss, therefétfaman capital theory may be only
applicable to legal immigrants in post 9/11 AmeriE¢hnic capital theory is a spatial theory
that, simply put, says that immigrants coming t@hkorhoods with a larger percentage of
their ethnic minority will have a better chanceeebnomic success. (Galster, Metzger, Waite,
1999:99) This theory is particularly problematic ¥ou Lei since she belongs to the Uighur
people which are described in the novel as a Mustimic minority in China. Zou Lei looks
different than a typical Chinese although only tmather belonged to Uighur people and her
father was Chinese. “In the sun, you could seel#s hair was brown and not black. There
was a waviness to it. She had a slightly hookede reoxd Siberian eyes.” (Lish, 2014: 4)
When she first arrived, the Chinese women with wistra was in a motel with noticed that
she was different, one of the women called her adnity”. (Lish, 2014: 4) Other women
keep close together with women from their villageawn and speak in their own dialects,

only Zou Lei is always alone which indicates that tethnic capital” is slim to none. At one
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point in the story she wandered off to the Musliantf the neighborhood where she met an
Uzbek tribesman from Afghanistan. (Lish, 2014: 3%Rg realized that she lived on the other
side of the mountains from the Uzbek and it seehkedshe found someone to bond with,
since he was also Muslim and knew about the Uigieaple. But, she soon realized that the
mullah who held sermons for other Muslims in the#aathought the way she dresses is
inappropriate and that he would like her to “liveperly and obey the law”. (Lish, 2014:
324) She never came back to the mullah or the Unisak because her mother was a Muslim
and “she knew about God” but there were “too mangs for her to follow”. (Lish, 2014:
324) Therefore, Zou Lei does fits neither with taslims nor with the Asians due to her
ethnic background which explains why she fares sorlp when it comes to business
opportunities. Ethnicity therefore shapes the aitg in turn that new ethnically marked space
in the city becomes a place of interest to the [geebpm the same or similar ethnic group
which go to that new space believing they will fhegter there than in some other place in

the city.
Conclusion

Zou Lei’'s mother told her a story about a girl wladather was taken away by a witch and
the only way to be reunited with him was to traweist. The girl had to walk through seven
deserts to find him and her journey lasted sevemsyaVhen she thought she would die, a
bird came and cast its shadow on her and unddritis shadow, she was able to continue
the journey and find her father. (Lish, 2014: 2T)eA her mother died, Zou Lei also began
her journey to the west, to America. There she Sk@tner, a war veteran with PTSD and,
besides their mutual passion for fitness, what thag in common was the feeling of not
belonging and loneliness. Although Skinner was borAmerica, after he came back from
the war it seemed to him like the America he kneag\gone for good. For Zou Lei, America
was a beacon of hope, a chance for better lifeinst¢ad from the beginning of the novel to
the end, she struggles with poverty, racism, imatign policies and she lives from one work
shift to another, sometimes doing two jobs at oB Clinton once said that "the American
dream that we were all raised on is a simple potverful one - if you work hard and play
by the rules you should be given a chancetagyfar as your God-given ability will take
you." (Cohen-Marks, Stout, 2011: 824) Zou Lei'®lih New York is an ironic twist of that
American dream. She works really hard, but is @ilie to save some money after Skinner

kills himselfand she takes his credit card. In one of her inmamologues she told Skinner:
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“I'm piss poor, get paid like shit out here. You ney’s keeping me in the steak for now.
When it runs out, it'll be rice and beans from them” (Lish, 2014: 416) It seems that the
American dream does not apply to illegal immigramtst was never actually all-inclusive in
the first place. The former is probably closerhe truth. Zou Lei entered the country “under
the radar” and that make her invisible but throbgh story the reader is given an insight into
her reality in Queens, New York. Through her eyes rieader is able to see the effect of
immigrants on the ghetto in which they live in amolw their socioeconomic lifestyle and
their culture altered not only the space surrougidiem but the economy as well. To go into
further interpretations would be equal to turninguZlLei into a symbol, an abstract, and
Lish’s novel into something other than an almos$inegraphically detailed description of
immigrant ghettos (because to keep calling therghtmrhoods seems unfair) in Queens and
the general mindset of post 9/11 America. The pairthis paper was to move away from the
general and closer to the particular which is d $hiave tried to emphasize throughout the
chapters. | have focused away from immigrantslégal immigrants and then to specifically
women illegal immigrants and then to Zou Lei. Thgbuthe descriptions of many different
underpaid jobs that she did, working in bad coondgi for below minimum wage, her
struggles with immigration policies, the PatriottAand E-Verify | have tried to humanize the
overly dehumanized topic of illegal immigrants imArica, | have tried to give this topic a
personal twist that seems to be lacking both innfeglia and in the American Studies, to
theirs representations of the lives of illegal ignants in the US | have tried to provide a
reality, albeit a fictional one. Zou Lei continubdr journey west to Arizona, where she was
met with equal hostility as in New York, she leatrte speak Spanish better than English
which is an indication of a large population of ihafmericans among the immigrants she
socializes with. The novel itself does not haveand conclusion just an implication that Zou

Lei’s life will remain that of a nomad, a travelijrstranger, not in China but in America.
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Abstract

The subject of my master thesis is the life ofjdlemmigrants in America, specifically
women illegal immigrants, in correlation with moderand current processes of
globalization, neoliberal capitalism and industiidtion of the “Global South” which have
caused and are influencing the newest wave of inatidgp to America. Instead of focusing
on general theories and statistics, | have chosesmialyze Atticus Lish’s novel “Preparation
for the Next Life” (2014) and the story of its maiaracter, half-Chinese and half-Uighur
illegal immigrant Zou Lei who is trying to surviie America. Through the story of her
everyday struggle due to her “illegal” status tadi and keep a job, | have singled out some

phenomena connected to the labor production in glaities of today, such as informal
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economy, enclave economy and E-Verify. The metbggdlhave chosen is the ethnography
of the particular and its main purpose is to cortcate on the particularities of a certain
social phenomenon through studying a particular spar or persons and the way they
interpret their reality thus moving away from theual dehumanizing methods of writing
about culture in abstract terms. | believe that lsunethodology could help improve the
American Studies and change the usual approacmyorasearch concerning their field of
study as well as promoting interdisciplinarity thamerican Studies seem to be lacking. My
modus operandi in this master thesis could be sumathas comparing and contrasting Zou
Lei’'s story with current data available on illegahmigrants in America. Instead of just
analyzing the subject of illegal immigrants in Amar | believe | have succeeded in

humanizing that topic as much as possible and edfernew perspective.

Key Words: Immigrant labor, illegal immigrants, Patriot A&;Verify, ethnography of the

particular, American Studies, 9/11, globalizatiglmbal cities, informal economy
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